.

i

with women, niuéng jolkes and

patter with his tunes. ‘He's the
first t6 call himself an entertain-
er. And he' 5 roud of Wmmng

tHe 'gz':eatk" ackimgratmn from”
mlg'ra.nt farm

worker as a chil ‘
went to school, lost ]:us mather
young; and followed: his: father,
1o New Jgrsey 'when: he was'in

: Last On’l‘1m

- nobody to bring people:ento the.

stage,” herecalled. “It; went from _

that toitrying-to sing:T sang:
walking: to: the store—ey
where'T'went, T praqtmed., an!
got. pretty. good n

Oneé night, Wheri Robmson e

was. working: as. mdster of cersi
emonies, B.B. King invited him
on stage, backed: up: by his 21~
piece band. Gradually Robinson
gathered a. band of his-own. In
1959, the manager offLouie’s,
an old Roxbury cliiby héard him
sing: and invited him' t0.Boston.

: He has been here ever since,

With his current band, Wee-

v pin* Willie & the All-Star Blies

: Band;he still sings nearly every’
. week in clubs throughout' the
. state.
“I lave: the blues;. but I dld.n’t
" love the old-blues,” Rehinson
i gaid. “Anything, from the, 508
" was all right to me. * One of his
most popular renditions. is. of
Frank Sinatra’s “Pennies from
Heaven.” But the song that

; lnterwew at Maunt Pleasant Home

&+ ‘Pleasant sun: porch began “If
" you've-ever known ‘misfortud
_‘thenyou’ I knovw what Tm talking

. theheart-of the classic blues;

. One mightsth didnit Haves

bend meirﬁbei Gaz& Ba:cus’ ’said_

- * Gazete Phafo by Joha Swian
Blues. singer.and-winner: -of a:2005
Boston Music-Hall.of Fame Award
Weepin"Willie Robinson: -reminisces.
about his. storied career during an-

came to ]:us mmd on.- the Mount

about.” The tremor on the last
phrase and Robinson’s lingering
smile delivered:the combination
of suffering and solace that is: at

(APO Recor ), :

sees Robmson 5 music¢ in’

Hard times have'
Robinson far belind. Liastiyes
SoundhimAiving: atithe veterans’

shelterdowntown for nearly four:
months. Alady friend had; asked
him to leave her home, an

had nearly wound up on the:
street. But the tight-knit’ blues
community pulled togetherto . -

talee care of its own.

Band members, radio host Jun “ ‘
.Carty and musicians, including £

-James: Montgomery and:B;

Jack Hardy, got: together to:hold:
a“benefit concert and find Him |

a.place to live, Merlin South-

wicls, director of. Mount Pleasant *

Home, saw 2 news:story aboub

the benefit and called the shel- <. ¢}

ter the next day,

“The story struck me because: E

so many people have given so

much throughout their lives a.ud

Local ‘band leader Dave Han-
non recently took his young son,
isit Robinson, intro-
to this.local legend.
who is now part of JP. This win-
ter, Robmson stood up from the

g-ovith ?Hamon?s

A_band a th MﬂkyWay After a

few songs,He awned, the room,”
Hamnon-said. He. Jnvited:Robin--
o to star athisiATlzAges-Blues
Rewew that packed the Milky
WayinApril. ..

Tim’ Ingles added that ma.ny
younger musicians playing blues
these.days.come to it.from other
o adif ons, a.ud many are W]ute

iiiv-'hdp‘,.,l‘ap»aaid.'
music,” Ingles™
blues:lives.on in jazz,
erYthing. Pain_téré

V&, Jambica Pl

301 Soofti Hutiagor

"617-522:7600

ww MountPleasantHome.org- -



